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TORRANCE MUNICIPAL WATER 
DISTRICT SERVING 15,000 HOMES

In 1951 the Torrance Munici­ 
pal Water District served 5832 
residents. Since then the figure 
has risen to more than 15,000.

Eventually the district hopes 
to service the whole city, pur­ 
chasing the facilities of the live 
utter suppliers now operating 
here.

So stated Angus McVicar, 
superintendent of the Torrance 
Municipal Water District No. 3.

Plans for necessary additions 
end the expansion of present 
plant facilities are being made 
now. These will be paid for out 
of revenue rather than addi­ 
tional bond issues, McVicar 
stated.

The district office, located on 
Cravens ave., near El Prado, 
underwent considerable modern­ 
izing recently.

Furthermore, the Torrance 
City Council agreed to spend 
about $320,000 for additional 
feeder mains and storage 
lacilities.

"The water district In In ex­ 
cellent financial condition and 
Is being operated efficiently 
with a mniimum staff," Mc­ 
Vicar said. "Modern equip­ 
ment I* uteri in the field and 
modern methods and. ma­ 
chines In the office."

The story of Torrance's water 
supply goes back to 1912 when 
the Dominguez Land co., formed 
the Torrance Water, Light and 
Power co., to furnish water to 
the newly established city.

Water was obtained from the 
Dominguez Water corp. through 
two connections from their still 
existing 3-inch main In Carson 
street.

City Takes Over
In 1928 this company was sold 

to the Pacific Water co. of San 
Mateo, which operated it until 
December 24, 1934, when the 
city of Torrance took over as 
the Torrance Municipal Im­ 
provement District. No. 1. /

Two wells were drilled and 
the system was overhauled with 
the balance of the $400,000 bond 
issue authorized when the dis­ 
trict was voted in, in 1930.

In 1946 the Torrance Muni­ 
cipal Water District No. 1, 
which is the area south of Se- 
pulveda bivd., and west of Cren- 
shaw, was formed and bonds 
voted in the amount of $150,000.

The Quandt Water co., was 
purchased and some new mains, 
along with a supply line from 
the Metropolitan Water District 
of Southern California, were 
constructed.

Also, in 1946, the Torrance

Municipal Water District No. 2, 
consisting of the area north of 
physicaly and financially, and 
charged different, rates for 
water.

Consolidated
Finally, in 1952, the Torrance 

Municipal Water District No. 3, 
190th St., .was formed with a 
bond issue of $174,000. New 
mains and a Metropolitan Wa­ 
ter District connection were 
constructed with this money.

These three districts were 
operated as separate units, both 
which consolidated the former 
thrpe districts and added some 
areas, was formed and a bond 
issue of $2,000,000 was voted.

With this money extensive 
feeder mains and storage facili­ 
ties were constructed and sev­ 
eral miles of distribution mains 
were added or replaced'.

This put the entire system in 
first class condition and has en­ 
abled the district to serve areas 
of the city that were not ac­ 
cessible before. McVicar said.

The water rate was increased 
and made identical in all dis­ 
tricts and all local taxes levied 
for the several districts' bonds 
were discontinued»and are now 
paid from revenue.
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Carnation Company Comes To Torrance *
One of the newest of To trance's varied industries is 

the Carnation co. frozen foods plant at 21100 S. Western 
ave. From its humming: production lines come an endless 
procession of frozen fruit, meat and poultry pies, cream 
pies, cakes and cookie rolls
bearing the famous Simple Si­ 
mon brand name.

These products are shipped to 
markets throughout California, 
Oregon and Washington, to the 
principal cities in Texas and to 
important population centers 
in the West, Midwest and South.

The frozen food industry, a 
mere infant in the food field, 
has grown astonishingly since 
the war. Since 1949 alone, con­ 
sumption of frozen foods has 
skyrocketed from about 17 
pounds per capita to 45 pounds, 
an increase of about 160 per 
cent, according to the National
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SAVE-

FRESH

MILK
AND DAIRY PRODUCTS

Open 7 Days a Week 
7:30 A.M. to 8:30 P.M.

VERMONT DAIRY FARM
22400 S. VERMONT BETWEEN CARSON 4 SEPULVEDA)

FAirfax 8-4891

Vermont 
Dairy Has 
110 Cows

William Van Beck, who came 
here from Holland three years 
ago, has managed the thriving 
Vermont Dairy, 22400 Vermont, 
for the last two years.

The dairy, locatpd on 10 acres 
of land, is open seven days a 
week, offering every variety of 
fresh dairy products which are 
processed right on the premises.

Van £eek has 110 Holstein 
and Guernsey cows. His sons, 
Simon and Ike, help him oper­ 
ate the dairy. They sell 500 gal­ 
lons of milk a day.

Perforating 
Firm Serves 
Oil Companies

Pacific Perforating co^ 1024 
Engracia, located in Torrance 
since 1930, is a service organi­ 
zation for oil field work, serv­ 
icing all the major oil compan­ 
ies.  

Starting with a staff of two, 
the firm increased to its pres­ 
ent staff of 33.

It is located on two acres of 
land, using special equipment 
for all its activities.

Officials of the firm include 
,T. E. Pooler, Ruth L. Brundly, 
and D. M. Bernt,, owners.

VETS
YOUR BEST BUY CLOSE BY.

LONGWOOD ESTATES
In North long Beach

/ $330 DOWN (plus costs & impounds)

/ $72.39 PER MONTH (inc. prin. & int.)

/ PRICED FROM $14,375 ...</'/*%. interest.

Conventional bank terms for non-vets.

IASY TO Olf THIRIt
From L.A. drive south on Western or 
Figueroa to Artesia Blvd., then east to 
Long Beach Blvd., then right two blocks 
to tract. From Long Beach area, drive 
north on American A ve.'directly to model 
homes. Los Angeles-Long Beach hus line 
stops in front of the Longwood sales office.

V Check these values: Three bedrooms... 
choice of 2 or 3 baths...2-car garage... 
hardwood floors... genuine lath and plas­ 
ter... wood-shingled roofs...tile kitchen 
and shower...service porch...natural wood 
kitchen cabinets...paved streets... sidewalks 
...curbs... sewers. 
Other development*- built by Kauffman-Wilton 
include Southwood Homes, Southwest Estates, 
Southwest Park, and Southchester Gardens in the 
Torrance area ... and now . . .

LONGWOOD ESTATES
long Btoch Blvd. (2 blocks south of Artosia Blvd.)

KAUFFMAN/WIISON

Frozen Food Distributors assn. 
It is into this field, with its 

opportunities for growth and 
expansion and steady employ­ 
ment that Carnation has thrown 
the full force of its research 
and development facilities and 
its know-how in production and 
marketing gained over the past 
57 years as a leader in the food 
field.

Simple Simon Brand
Before acquiring the Simple 

Simon brand, Carnation sur­ 
veyed a numhpr of frozen food 
operations across the country. 
It was looking for an organiza­ 
tion that produced high quality 
frozen foods that was staffed 
by experienced personnel, one 
that possessed physical assets 
capable of expansion, all locat­ 
ed in an area known for its« 
civic pride and business vitality.

The Simple Simon organiza­ 
tion, "with its main plant in Tor­ 
rance, conveniently located near 

arnation's world headquarters 
and research center-, seemed to 
meet these requirements.

Expansion and Remodeling
Because of the opportunities 

it offered, a program of expan­ 
sion and remodeling was begun 
at the Torrance plant soon after 
It became a Carnation property. 
Recently completed after more 
than a year of re-building, the 
plant today Is 50 per cent larg- 
r than originally. Plant areas 

have been enlarged to take care 
of expanded production. .

The latest in equipment, such 
as stainless steel meat cookers, 
modern, high speed packaging 
machines, huge dough mixing 
machines and quick freezing 
rooms, and other equipment 
make this one of the most mod­ 
ern frozen food plants in the 
nation.

High as Simple Simon qual­ 
ity always has been, recipes for 
the various pies and cakes pro 
duced under the label were re­ 
viewed to see what could be 
done to make them even bet­ 
ter. This work was carried out 
at Carnation's Research Labora 
tory at Van Nuys and resulted 
in development of new recipes 
giving better than ever Simple 
Simon products.

Thoroughly Tested 
• The new recipes were then 

thoroughly tested under home 
conditions in Carnation's Home 
Service Department kitchens 
Only after these new products 
met the rigid standards of the 
company's staff of home econ­ 
omists, were they released to 
production to be put into con­ 
sumer distribution channels.

Activities to assure top qual­ 
ity do not end there. At Tor- 
ranee, as in every Carnation

CARNATION FROZEN FOODS
Framed by magnolia trees and landscaped grounds is the office entrance to Carna­ 
tion's recently remodeled frozen foods plant in Torrance.

plant, there is, a quality control 
laboratory where ingredients as
well as finished products are 
tested.

While plants and equipment 
are necessary to the production 
of frozen foods, people, Carna­ 
tion feels, are its biggest asset. 
Df the 13,000 men and women 
s mployed at more than 150 Car­ 
nation plants in the US and 
Canada, over 200 are in the 
firm's frozen foods division.

For the most part, these men 
and women live in Torrance, 
heir children go to school here, 

they attend Torrance churches.

These people provide, through 
payrolls, a substantial purchas­ 
ing power for the area, which 
combined with expenditures by 
the company for local goods 
and services, totals more than 
$100,000 a month.

Stable Business 
Stability of the food business 

has traditionally attracted sta­ 
ble people who appreciate the 
long range employment oppor­ 
tunities it affords, officials said. 
Granville Riley, a Torranfv em­ 
ploye, recently received his gold 
pin for 20 years of continuous 
employment. Ted Wind, plant

superintendent, last year ob­

Leo Jurgenson, prctfuction 
ager of the .frozen foods di­ 
vision has more than 10 years 
service with Carnation.

As to the future. Carnation 
expects its frozen foods division 
to show a steady and continu­ 
ous growth. This will come 
from development of new froz­ 
en products, say D. W. Hogue, 
general manager, and S. A. Hal- 
gren, Carnation vice president* 
and chairman of the division, 
as well as from expanded dis­ 
tribution into new markets.

AREA HAS EXCHANGE TELEPHONE
old. RogerOnly 21 years 

Wright, who was raised a 
educated in Torrance has d 
veloped a flourishing business,^ 
recently selling the ambulance 
service which he started, in or­ 
der to devote full time to his 
Commercial Medical Telephone 
Exchange.
.The exchange service, located 
in Torrajice and Hawthorne, 
covers Torrance. Hawthorne, 
Lomita, Harbor City, and Gar- 
dena.

Wright stated that he has a 
force of 13 operators working 
on shifts handling the four 
switchboard positions 24 hours 
a day.

Wright, who came to Tor- 
ranee from Oklahoma - at the 
age of 11 graduated from Tor­ 
rance High school in 1952 and 
from El Camino college in 1954.

While attending school he 
worked at a local theater and 
in 1955 he went in buslnesi for 
himself.

He started Wright's ambu­ 
lance service, expanded into 
Hawthorne (Crown Ambulance

Service), and recently sold his
interest, in the two operations. 

He recently acquired the op­

eration of the telephone an­
swering service 
Springs, also.

in Palm

SERVES AREA f
Roger Wright, owner of Torrance's and Hawthorne's Commtr- 
cial Medical Telephone Exchange, indicated that services cover 
the two areas as well as Lomita, Harbor City and Gardena. 
 Press Photo.

WE'RE YOUNG .... 
BUT WHAT GROWTH!
OVER 3 MILLION DOLLARS IN ASSETS IN LESS 

THAN ONE YEAR . . . AND YOUR DOLLARS 

WILL GROW TOO WHEN YOU SAVE AT

PALOS VERDES FEDERAL
SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION

1425 MARCELINA, TORRANCE 
FAirfax 8-8340

EACH ACCOUNT INSURED TO $10,000.

ACCOUNTS OPENED BY THE 10th OF EACH MONTH EARN FROM THE 1st 

CALL US FOR HANDY SAVE-BY-MAIL POSTAGE-FREE FORMS. 

CURRENT DIVIDENDS 4%

PALOS VERDES FEDERAL
SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 
1425 Marcelina   FAirfax 8-8340, Torrance, California 
Open: Won. thru Thurs. 9 a.m.-4 p.m.   Fri. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
For your added convenience, Sat. 9 a.m.-12 noon

Robert H. Finch, president

MEMBER: Federal Horn* Lean Bank Board

Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation


